United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



08/18/2006 



Kimitake Takamura 



52473 7590 1 

RATNERPRESTIA 
P.O. BOX 980 

VALLEY FORGE, PA 19482 



ANDLER, MICIIA1.1. s 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/589,942 


Applicant(s) 

TAKAMURAET AL. 


Examiner 

Michael Andler 


Art Unit 

2876 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 November 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1_ is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The examiner acknowledges and has entered the amendments/arguments filed 
on 1 October 2009. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

a) Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fischer et al. 
(US 5,552,641 ) in view of Proske et al. (US 4,595,902). 

Regarding claim 1, Fisher et al. discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a communicating unit that communicates with a vehicle control device (Fig 3, 
items 18 and 41; Col 5, lines 7-8); 

a nonvolatile memory that stores personal information in advance (See Col 5, 
lines 5-8 and Fig 3, item 18 where it is understood that the control unit would have some 
type of memory in order to store the expected command code); and 

a control unit (Fig 3, item 18) that collates personal information recorded in an IC 
card (Col 5, lines 47-48) with the personal information stored in the nonvolatile memory 
(See Col 5, lines 5-8 and Fig 2 where a code that identifies a user of a particular 
transponder can be regarded as information personal to the user (i.e. "personal 
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information")) when the IC card comes close to the IC card adapter apparatus (Col 5, 
lines 47-55), and 

allows the communicating unit to perform transmitting and receiving operations 
when a result of the collation indicates coincidence (Fig 2 and Col 5, lines 5-8), 

wherein the IC card adapter apparatus conducts polling to the IC card which 
comes close to the IC card adapter apparatus when an external radio wave accessing 
the IC card is detected responsive to the polling (See Abstract; Col 5, line 66 thru Col 6, 
line 6; and Fig 2, where a repeated question code is a form of "polling" and an 
interfering transmission received on a transponder antenna represents a form of 
"accessing"), 

an interfering wave is output from the IC card adapter apparatus (See, for 
example, Col 7, lines 46-64 which describes alternate ways of transmitting a secondary 
signal (an interfering wave: i.e. a wave that interferes with another receiver's ability to 
receive the data) in order to correct a reading error caused by interference from an 
outside source where the secondary signal "causes the data not to be normally received 
by the outside" as defined on page 20 of applicant's specification). 

Fischer et al. suggests an invention for correcting communication problems 
between a receiver in a vehicle door and a vehicle remote control access control device 
(See Fig 1) such as "interference from an interfering transmitter broadcasting in the 
immediate vicinity" (Col 1, lines 31-32). 

Fischer et al. does not specifically teach that the data output from the IC card is 
transmitted together with the interfering wave. 
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Proske et al. discloses that the data output from the IC card is transmitted 
together with the interfering wave (See Fig 3 and Col 4, lines 52-59). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention, to transmit a jamming signal from a vehicle door receiver in 
conjunction with a transponder code signal in a keyless vehicle access system in order 
to prevent an unauthorized person from intercepting the code signal transmitted by the 
portable transponder (See Proske et al., Col 5, lines 15-17). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Regarding claim 1 , applicant has amended the claim to clarify that the data 
output from the IC card "is transmitted together with the interfering wave" and has 
argued that the cited prior art reference of Fischer et al. (US 5,542,641 ) does not teach 
this additional limitation. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Andler whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5385. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Michael Andler/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2876 



/Michael G Lee/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2876 



